
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental  Sciences 
 

 

ohio4h.org 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible 
format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

 

2026 Rabbit Focus Questions 
Topic of Interest, page 12 

 

Selecting a Rabbit Project Animal 

• What is the history of your animal’s breed? 
What are the breed’s general characteristics? 

• Why did you select your project animal? 
What characteristics does it possess? 

• Learn more about your animal by closely 
examining its pedigree. 

• Learn more about the rabbit industry in Ohio. 
What are popular breeds in Ohio?  

 

Reproduction 

• What is the gestation period for your 
animal? What is the process called when 
your animal delivers its young?   

• When should you place a nest box in 
your doe’s cage? What materials can you 
put in the nest box for nest making? 

• What age is appropriate to wean kits from the 
doe? What do we mean when we talk about 
“culling” from a litter? 

 

Products 

• What are the products that can be 
marketed from a rabbit?  

• What are ways you could market live 
rabbits?  

 

Animal Care 

• What is used at your facility for ventilation 
and air flow? Why is this important? 

• How big is the cage for your animal(s)? How 
many other animals are in the cage? Does 
your cage provide enough space? 

• What are some different sources of bedding? 
What do you use, and how often do you 
provide new bedding? 

• What type of housing do you use for your 
animal? What is the setup? What are pros and 
cons? 

• What, how often, and how much do you feed 
your animal(s)? Describe what you feed each 
animal including feeds like hay, pellets, 
supplements, etc. Why is it important to know 
what your animal eats? 

• How often and how much water are you 
providing your animal(s) each day? How is your 
animal getting fresh water? How much should 
your animal be drinking a day? Why is water so 
important?  

• What illnesses or diseases has your animal had? 
What treatments has it been given? What are 
common illnesses or diseases your animal could 
acquire? Has your animal seen a veterinarian for 
an illness or disease? 

• What records are you keeping for your 
animal? Why is keeping good records so 
important? Provide examples of your 
records.
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Treatment Record Scenario, page 41 
Rabbit Tattoo # HOPPER, the New Zealand White 
rabbit you plan to exhibit at the fair in August, has ear 
mites. One ear is crusted up and oozing. Today the 
veterinarian diagnosed the rabbit’s problem as ear 
canker and gave Hopper an initial treatment at the 
time of the examination. The veterinarian left 
additional prescribed medication with you to continue 
the treatment. The directions on the bottle instruct 
you to treat the rabbit with 3 drops of medicine in 
each ear for 4 days. You are to begin treatment 
tomorrow. Your veterinarian treated the rabbit today, 
June 7, and you will treat it four more days as 
directed. 

 

 

 

RESPIRATRIL 2.5% Injectable Solution 

Ingredients: 1 ml injectable solution contains 25 mg of enrofloxacin. 

Species: Rabbits, rodents, reptiles, and ornamental birds 

Indications 

Rabbits: Infections of the alimentary and respiratory tracts caused by enrofloxacin susceptible strains of: Escherichia coli, 
Pasteurella multocida, and Staphylococcus spp. Infections of skin and wound infections caused by enrofloxacin susceptible 
strains of Staphylococcus aureus. 

Rodents, Reptiles, and Ornamental Birds: Treatment of infections of the alimentary and respiratory tracts where clinical 
experience, and where possible, supported by susceptibility testing of the causal organism, indicates enrofloxacin as the 
substance of choice. 

Interaction with Other Medicinal Products 

Do not use enrofloxacin concomitantly with antimicrobial substances acting antagonistically to quinolones (e.g., macrolides, 
tetracyclines, or phenicols). 

Dose 

Rabbits: 10 mg/kg bw, corresponding to .2 ml/ lb. bw, once daily by subcutaneous injection for five to ten days. 

Rodents: 10 mg/kg bw, corresponding to 0.2 ml/lb bw, once daily by subcutaneous injection for five to ten days.  

If necessary, depending on the severity of clinical signs, this dosage can be doubled. 

Storage conditions: Store at room temperature. Avoid direct sunlight. Do not freeze. 

CAUTION: Withdrawal time on this medication is 21 days. 

Net Contents: 250 mL 
Distributed by Ohio 4-H Rabbit Health, L.L.C. 

Emily Edwards, DVM 
123 Quality Ave 

Hometown, OH 
43000 

Owner: John Smith 

Tattoo #: HOPPER 

Date: June 7, 20YR 

Indications: Ear Canker 

Directions Apply 3 drops to each ear and allow a thin film to 
cover affected area. Treat for 4 days. Withdrawal time is 5 
days.  

Precaution: Avoid getting too many drops in the ear allowing 
excessive medicine to run into the ear canal. 

WARNING: Do not treat animals less than 8 weeks of age 

with this product. 

Drug Name: Ear Mite Destroyer 

Product Active Ingredient: Pyrethrins 

Expiration Date: December 31, 20YR 


