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4-H HOOFBEATS N

Dear 4-H Horse Members/Families/Volunteers,

Welcome to the 2026 Hocking County 4-H Horse Program! Please read the following information carefully.
Included with this newsletter are the 4-H Horse Program deadlines, requirements, and guidelines to
participate in the Ohio 4-H Horse Program. Forms are included in your horse packet. Packets may be
picked up at the Extension Office beginning Thursday, April 9.

The deadlines below are hard deadlines. No exceptions. Early submission is encouraged.

Again, please read carefully.
PAPERWORK & FEES DUE TO EXTENSION OFFICE:

DEADLINES APRIL 30
POSSESSION & LEASE AGREEMENT: APRIL 27 « Horse paperwork packets must be plcked up at the

Extension Office. You may pick up your packet

+ All equine must be in member's possession
beginning Thursday, April 9.

* Lease agreements dated after April 27 will not be

accepted. » Horseless Horse project members are not required to

submit paperwork or fees unless they are a member of

e Leased horses are required to submit a lease
d the Horse Team.

agreement to the Extension Office. o .
» The horse program activity fee for 2026 will be $25 per

member. This is in addition to the $6 county fee. The
activity fees help fund the Hocking County 4-H Horse
Program, including judges’ fees, awards, etc.

It is advisable to have a typed lease agreement as
opposed to a handwritten document. Please see the
4-H Horse Leasing Guidelines that are enclosed.

+ Fees must be paid by check or money order made

EquiSTEP TRAINING: APRIL 27 payable to the Hocking County 4-H Horse Committee.

* ALL members enrolled in a horse project (INCLUDING + Cash and debit/credit cards will not be accepted.
Horseless Horse) must complete the online EquiSTEP
Program. Deadline to complete the course is APRIL 27, RJFI|_$)1$TATE FAIR JR HORSE SHOW ENTRIES: 1PM;
2026.

+ Enroll to complete the online course at Exhibitors intending to show at the Ohio State Fair
go.osu.edu/equistep2026 Junior Horse Show must upload a copy of their equine’s
current negative Coggins test dated on or after January

» Make sure to select the correct coun
v 1, 2025 in 4-HOnline under the animal information.

* The 4-H member must click on the final button/arrow
at the end of the program to trigger the email.

Exhibitors participating in an Out-of-County PAS Show
, . . must submit a copy of their completed Out-of-County
* A copy of the member’s Certificate of Completion PAS Show Form to the Extension Office by 4:00pm,

IEUSt:’e Sui?;:;fg,go;(})lzin;\?nSl-on Office no;ater Friday, June 26, 2026. This must be submitted whether
than 4pm, ) - “Note: course must be or not the exhibitor qualified.

completed no later than April 27, 2026.
P P Out-of-County PAS forms are available at horse.osu.edu.

m Reminder: The 4-H Educator signature is required to
participate in an out-of-county show.

4-H horse members must submit their own Ohio State
Fair entries and pay their $50 stall fee on-line at
www.ohiostatefair.com. Deadline for online entry
submission and stall fee is 1pm, July 1.




2026 4-H Horse Packets

Horse packets may be picked up at the Extension Office beginning Thursday, April 9. If they are ready before that, you
will be notified. Paperwork and fees are due no later than 4PM, Thursday, April 30. NO EXCEPTIONS!

I nnnnyyyyyyyyyyyyuuyuyyunuuuymm
2026 4-H Horse Sub-Committee

Thank you to the following volunteers for giving their time and energy to serve on the 2026 Hocking County 4-H Horse
Sub-Committee. The committee meets the second Tuesday of the month.

Adult Members: Youth Members:

Christina Bond Jessy Ellinger Shellee Robers Kaelyn Swart  Sophia Ogg
Cynthia Ogg Becky Keyes  Jamie Lambert Miley Bigham Rylee VanSickle
Anna Keyes Kayle Bond Cathleen James

The Hocking County 4-H Horse Program would not be possible without the dedication of our volunteers. If you are
interested in serving on the committee in the future, please contact our office. The committee is comprised of nine
adult volunteers and four older 4-H youth.

The committee’s job is to provide advice and lead 4-H horse activities. It is important for ALL horse families to
support the committee and the program. Offering help with fundraisers, filling work positions at shows, and
serving on the Hocking County 4-H Horse Sub-Committee are only a few ways to show your support.
Information regarding educational clinics and other activities will be shared as it becomes available.

IRy
Expectations of All 4-H Horse Exhibitors and Families

The Hocking County 4-H Horse Program activity fee for 2025 will be $25 per exhibitor. (Exception: Horseless Horse
members). All 4-H horse exhibitors are required to pay the activity fee. These funds are used to purchase equipment for
the program, show awards, and year-end recognition awards. Those who have been in the program are aware of the need
for replacement equipment from time to time. Also, as new classes are added, additional equipment is needed. The fee
is payable with a check or money order made out to the Hocking County 4-H Horse Committee and is due April 30, 2026,
along with your paperwork. Cash and debit/credit cards will not be accepted.

All 4-H horse families are expected to work during a show. A member of the horse committee will be contacting families
to sign up to fill the positions needed at the shows. All 4-H horse members benefit from the program and everyone is
expected to contribute.

Ohio 4-H Program Rules

The 4-H Horse Program follows the rules that are outlined in the Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows, publication #179.
Each family that has a 4-H member enrolled in a horse project is required to have a copy of the most recent (2024)
version of the publication. Families must have their rule book at all shows.

Families may purchase the book at the Extension Office, or online at extensionpubs.osu.edu.

In addition, there are Hocking County 4-H Horse Rules that must be followed. A copy of these rules is included with the
horse packet.

Please familiarize yourself with both state and county rules.

lI‘ KNOW THE RULES
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4-H State Horse Events

Members that are interested in participating in State events may check out these options on the 4-H Horse Program
Calendar at horse.osu.edu.

Note that many of these contests are designed for 4-H Horse Teams, but there are a few that are available to individuals.
Information to join 4-H Horse Team in 2027 will be included in the 2026 December Hoofbeats Newsletter.

PAS / OHIO STATE FAIR JUNIOR HORSE SHOW

The Hocking County Performance Against Standards Show will be held May 30, 2026. Entry form and payment is due to the
Extension Office before 4pm, April 30. Check or money order must be made payable to Hocking County 4-H Horse
Commiittee.

Cash and debit/credit will not be accepted.

The purpose of the PAS show is to determine Ohio State Fair eligibility.
PAS requirements, qualifying scores/times, and patterns can be found at horse.osu.edu.

Youth may attempt to qualify for as many OSF classes as they like but can only compete in 4 at the OSF.

Youth should review the 2026 State Fair Junior Horse Show schedule carefully for potential class conflicts when selecting
their classes. At State Fair, classes will not be held for class conflict. You may find the schedule at horse.osu.edu under the
calendar of events.

 Exhibitors may show in 4 OSFJHS classes PLUS Ground Roping (Ground Roping exhibitors MUST be enrolled in the
Roping Project)
 An exhibitor CAN choose to try and qualify in ONLY Ground Roping (BUT still must be enrolled in the Roping Project)

+ Exhibitors will be REQUIRED to turn in their Roping Book at OSF competition (but not at PAS qualifying or County Fair -
unless a county expectation has been set forth)

« To exhibit at OSF in Ground Roping EquiSTEP MUST be completed.

+ Ground Ropers will NOT have to pay an OSF stall fee BUT WILL need a Permission to Participate form signed on record
(4HO)

 Exhibitors participating in ONLY Ground Roping WILL NOT count for “8 for 8” participation - it is the expectation that
exhibitors MUST bring a physical horse to the OSF to be considered for the 8 for 8 awards

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT OSF JR HORSE SHOW ENTRIES IS 1PM, JULY 1

Hocking Co 4-H Point Shows

Entry forms for two point shows as well as payment (check or money order) made payable to the Hocking County 4-H Horse
Committee are due to the Extension Office before 4 pm, APRIL 30, 2025. No Exceptions!

Patterns will be posted one hour before each show.

Please enter all classes you think you may want to show in; classes may be added the day of the show with a $10 per class
fee. There will be no refunds for scratches.
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