Hocking County 4-H Horse Point Show Rules 2026

1. The Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows (pub.# 4-H 179) will govern all Hocking County 4-H horse
shows. All members carrying a horse project (exception: Horseless Horse) are required to purchase a
copy of the current (2024) edition of the Uniform Rules available at the Extension Office, or online at
extensionpubs.osu.edu.

Members/families are expected to familiarize themselves with the publication and bring it with them to
shows.

2. Competition is limited to those enrolled in a Hocking County 4-H Club or Chief Logan FFA with a horse,
mini and/or pony project by the deadline set by the OSU Extension Office. If members are FFA only, they
are welcome to participate in point shows, but no points will be recorded toward year end awards.

POINTS- Points will be kept on horse and rider combinations per division (novice, beginner, intermediate, easy

gaited, small equine) and discipline (english, western, ranch, contesting) for all point shows within a calendar year.
**Divisions can be adjusted by the committee due to class participation. **

Novice Beginner Intermediate Small Equine
» Western » Western » Western » Novice
» English » English » English » Intermediate
» Ranch » Ranch » Ranch
» Contesting » Contesting » Contesting Wrang!er
Easy Gaited

Points will be awarded per class as follows:

If there are 5 or more horses in a class, then 1%t gets 5 pts, 2" gets 4 pts, 3™ gets 3 pts, 4™ gets 2 pts, 5" gets 1 pt. If
there are 4 or less horses in a class, the 1% place gets the number of pts that matches the number of entries and last gets
1 pt. If there is a situation where 1 or more exhibitors are disqualified in a class, the horse and rider combination are still
counted in the number of horses in that class, but they are unable to receive any pts. For example, if there are 4 horses
that show in the Reining class and 2 are disqualified for going off pattern, 1% place gets 4 pts, 2" gets 3 pts, and no pts
would be awarded for 3 or 4t place.

Points are granted per discipline within each division. English classes within a division will count toward English points
and Western classes will count toward Western points. Showmanship and Trail/Trail-in-Hand points will go toward
either English or Western points depending on which discipline (attire/tack) the horse and rider combination chose to
show in.

Example: If horse and rider combination show ...
In English attire — Showmanship, Hunter Under Saddle, Trail, and Equitation (English points)
In Western attire — Trail, Western Pleasure, and Horsemanship (Western points)
* Reining, Western Riding classes only county toward overall points.
Point show entries are due to the Extension Office by designated date and time. Entries may be added day of show with
an additional entry fee.

If a new member enters classes in a discipline that is incorrect and they must switch classes due to lack of understanding,
then an even switch of classes will be made the day of the show without it counting as an add-on for the day.

Tie Breaker: If a tie exists for points at the end of the year the following procedure will be used: 15 - skillathon placing,
2" - showmanship placing, 3 - total skillathon score, 4™ - skillathon station #1, 5" - skillathon station #2, 6% - skillathon
station #3, 7" - live placing (any class other than showmanship), 8" - sweepstakes showmanship
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10.

11.

12.

Horse(s), mini(s) and/or pony(ies) used as project animals (including those ID as backup) must either be owned by the
member, member’s family, or leased. If leased, a copy of the signed lease contract must be filed in the Extension Office by
the designated date.

Refer to the 4-H Horse Leasing Guidelines at:
ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/d6/files/Animal_Sciences/horse/HorselLease.pdf

Only the exhibitor may ride, drive, exercise, or train their horse(s) while at Hocking County 4-H Horse Shows. Violation of
this rule will result in disqualification in further participation of that show.

Novice: 15t or 2" year who is not ready to canter/lope; two gaited only

(walk/trot or show walk/show gait)

Beginner: 1st, 2", or 3" year with canter/lope experience (including gymkhana), three gaited

(walk/trot/canter)

Intermediate: 4 or more years with canter/lope experience (including gymkhana), three gaited (walk/trot/canter)

Small Equine: Novice: 15t or 2™ year in showing a small equine. Intermediate 3™ year and up showing small equine.

All other classes, not division specific, will be for ages 8-18. (4-H age / as of January 1)

Members may not move back to a lower experience division.
Ex: Member showed as an intermediate in 2025 and wants to move to beginner in 2026. This will NOT be permitted.
They must show as an intermediate.

Novice exhibitors may not show in any three-gaited classes. Exhibitors in novice classes will be disqualified if their horse
canters or gallops more than 3 strides.

Project animals (including those ID as backup) are not permitted to be trained by professionals within thirty (30) days
prior to competing in 4-H shows. Professional advice and instruction to the member is encouraged whenever possible.
Such assistance can include occasional riding or handling of the horse by the instructor but cannot include regular
training and care within 30 days prior to competition.

Youth must participate in a minimum of 4 classes in the discipline to be eligible for End of Year Awards.

‘Any exhibitor wishing to discuss any matter with the judge must first contact the steward, who can approve and arrange
such an appointment.’ The judge should not be approached directly with questions or comments by
youth/parents/guardians/spectators. At the conclusion of the show, many judges will welcome questions, comments, and
suggestions.

Reference: page 5 of the Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows 179R under Steward, #3

Hardship cases will be considered and dealt with by the Hocking County 4-H Horse Sub-Committee. Refer to #13 of the
Hocking County 4-H Horse Program Rules 2024.

Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. This includes both youth and adults. Such conduct will result in the
member being dismissed from the show. Adults (parents/guardians/spectators) Will be told to leave the grounds for the remainder
of the show. Depending on the severity of the conduct, members/families may be removed from the Hocking County 4-H

Program for the remainder of the year, or longer.
Adopted: August 15, 2016
Last Revised: February 18, 2026



