Hocking County 4-H Horse Program Rules 2026

1. The Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows (Publication # 4-H 179) will govern all Hocking
County 4-H Horse Shows. All families with members carrying a 4-H Horse Project are
required to purchase a copy of the 2024 edition of Uniform Rules for 4-H Shows from the
Extension Office or online at extensionpubs.osu.edu. Members/families are expected to
familiarize themselves with the publication and bring it with them to the shows.

2. Competition is limited to those enrolled in a Hocking County 4-H Club or Chief Logan FFA
with a horse, mini and/or pony project by the deadline set by the OSU Extension Office.

3. Equine used as project animals must either be owned by the member, member’s family or
leased. The purpose of a lease is to provide an educational 4-H experience for youth who
might not otherwise have the opportunity. A copy of the signed lease contract must be filed
in the Extension Office by the county deadline.

Refer to the 4-H Horse Leasing Guidelines at:
ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/d6/files/Animal_Sciences/horse/HorselLease.pdf

4. Members may not share project animals. *Siblings (two) must submit the sibling share
paperwork by April 1 and be approved by the 4-H Educator. The shared horse must be
owned by the family. No leased horses may be shared. *Siblings must share a custodial address

5. All equines must be in the possession of members by April 28. Each 4-H member must
complete and submit a Horse Identification Form for each animal. Photos for each animal
must be uploaded to members’ 4-HOnline account during annual 4-H enrollment.

6. Each member must also submit a completed Ohio 4-H Health Statement-and all other forms
required by Ohio State University Extension. All completed forms must be received by the
OSU Extension Office by the designated time and date for the member to be eligible to
show. Annual activity fee and PAS/point show fees must be paid in full at the time forms
are submitted.

7. Members may ID up to three (3) equine but may exhibit no more than two (2) equine,
provided they have been approved by their 4-H Organizational Advisor and recorded in the
Extension Office. First year members, regardless of age, must have 4-H Horse Sub-
Committee approval to id/exhibit more than one equine and must have had prior
experience with equine. Such approvals must be requested at the April meeting of the 4-H
Horse Sub-Committee so that approval or denial may be granted before the county
deadline.

8. All horse project members are required to complete the EQUiISTEP Program (Equine Safety
Training and Educational Program) at go.osu.edu/EquiSTEP no later than April 27.
Members must submit a copy of their Certificate of Completion to the Extension Office no
later than April 30, 2025.

Email to thompson.1860@osu.edu , or mail/drop off at the Extension Office, 150 N Homer
Ave.

9. An individual can show his/her project in both Western and English Classes, breed
permitting, plus any other classes in which they are eligible.
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Youth must participate in a minimum of 4 classes per discipline to be eligible for End of
year Awards.

Members enrolled in the Beginning Horse Management project may complete the project

without an identified project animal under the following conditions:

a) Members must have access to an animal

b) Prohibited from participating in any state/county 4-H related horse shows (including
fair)

c) Must complete the EQUISTEP program

d) Ohio Horse Program Rules form must be signed and returned to Extension Office
NOTE: The county extension office has the authority to reverse this decision at any time.

Members that do not complete 4-H requirements are not considered ‘members in good
standing’ and are ineligible to compete in 4-H shows or receive year-end awards.

Any changes to the county fair show bill need to be brought to the attention of the 4-H
Horse Sub-Committee in November of each year, so that the information can be voted on
and request submitted to the Hocking County Fair Board.

Hardship Case:
e Hardship will be defined as: death, lameness or illness of animal

e  Only members that have identified one horse and/or one mini (with no backup equine ID for
either) are permitted to petition a hardship case.

e Hardship case petitions are to be presented to the Hocking Co 4-H Horse Sub-Committee at a
regularly scheduled monthly meeting. There will not be a special meeting held for this.

e A vet excuse must be presented at time of hardship request.

e Must have sub-committee’s approval and vet excuse to use replacement animal.

e All required paperwork must be turned into OSU Extension no later than 14 days following sub-
committee approval to use animal replacement. Failing to turn in paperwork within stated time
will result in members not being allowed to show replacement animals in 4-H competition.

e Members cannot show in 4-H competition if project animal is replaced within 30 days prior to 4-
H competition date.

e Member cannot accumulate points with replacement animal.

e Members must continue with animal replacement. They are not permitted to switch back to the
originally identified animal.

e  Only one hardship request per member allowed per year.

14. Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. This includes both members and adults.

Such conduct will result in the members being dismissed from the show. Adults
(parents/guardians/spectators) will be told to leave the grounds for the remainder of the
show. Depending on the severity of the conduct, members/families may be removed from
the Hocking County 4-H Horse Program for the remainder of the year, or longer.
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