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Welcome to Ohio 4-H - Hocking County 2026!

Dear 4-H Families,

Happy Spring! As many of you know, Kayla Nihiser has taken a position with the OSUE Animal Sciences 
Department. We will miss her but wish her well with her new adventure. Stephanie Blackford, our 4-H 
Program Assistant, will be covering Kayla’s duties until a new 4-H Educator is hired. We ask that you practice 
patience with us as we transition roles.

We are confident that your 4-H year will be amazing and will create countless memories. We look forward to 
meeting new families and connecting with returning families. We will be communicating with you through 
our 4-H Clovergram Newsletter, our Facebook page (facebook.com/osu.hocking.extension) our website 
(hocking.osu.edu) and through 4-H Online broadcast emails. If this is your first-time receiving emails via 4-H 
Online you should add our address (hocking.osu.edu) to your address book to help avoid issues receiving the 
emails. If the email goes to junk or spam the first time, mark it as “safe” or drag and drop it in your inbox; 
future emails should thereafter appear in your inbox.

Check our website often as new dates are added to the 4-H Calendar as they become available. We regularly 
post to our Facebook page with important and timely announcements and updates. We communicate 
frequently with organizational club leaders to provide updates and information, so please check in with 
them to stay up to date on vital information.

Please read this newsletter carefully, as it contains important information regarding the 4-H year. 

Our 4-H staff is here to support you. Feel free to call us at 385-3222 or email with any questions or concerns.

Stephanie & Angie
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2026 Hocking County 4-H Calendar

April
6-Apr 4-H Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center 
7-Apr Camp Counselor Training 5-7 PM; Youth Center
8-Apr Hocking County 4-H Cloverbud Club 6:30-7:30 PM; Youth Center
9-Apr Quality Assurance Training 6-8 PM; Youth Center - RSVP required

>This training date will focus on new(er) exhibitors. All members are welcome to attend.
11-Apr Cloverbud Leader Training 9-11 AM; Youth Center - RSVP required
14-Apr Hocking County Fair Board Meeting 7 PM; Fair Office
15-Apr Jr Leaders Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
16-Apr Camp Counselor Training 5-7 PM; Tar Hollow 4-H Camp
17-Apr QA Test-Out at Logan High School and SAE/FFA Fair Projects Sign up                                                      

>See AgEd Instructor for details  (eligible youth aged 15+ as of Jan 1, 2026)
17 to 19-Apr Ohio 4-H Forestry & Wildlife Conservation Camp @ Canter's Cave, Jackson;                                           

Open to youth in grades 7-11
21-Apr 4-H Horse Sub-Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
22-Apr Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
24 to 26-Apr Shooting Sports Instructor Spring Workshop; Canter's Cave 4-H Camp
25-Apr Quality Assurance Training 9-11 AM; Youth Center - RSVP required
25-Apr QA Test-Out 11:30 AM- 1 PM; Youth Center (eligible youth aged 15+ as of Jan 1, 2026)                                     

Youth must sign-in by 12:30 PM - RSVP NOT REQUIRED
27-Apr EquiSTEP Training Completion Deadline
27-Apr Horse Possession & Lease Agreement Deadline
28-Apr Youth Board Meeting 6 PM; Youth Center
29-Apr Club Officer Workshop 6-8 PM; Youth Center
30-Apr EquiSTEP Certificates Due to Extension Office (training must be complete no later than April 27)
30-Apr ALL Horse Paperwork & Fees Due to Extension Office before 4 PM
May
1-May 2025 Club Activity Fees and Paperwork Due to Extension Office by 4 PM
1-May 4-H/FFA Breeding Animal Lease due to Extension Office by 4 PM
4-May 4-H Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center 
6-May Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
7-May Cake Decorating SPIN Club 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
9-May Camp Counselor Training 9 AM- NOON; Youth Center
12-May Quality Assurance Training 6-8 PM; Youth Center - RSVP required
12-May Hocking County Fair Board Meeting 7 PM @ Fair Office
13-May Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
14-May Turkey Possession Deadline
14-May Cake Decorating SPIN Club 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
15-May QA Certificates for Out of County and YQCA Due to Extension Office by 4 PM
15-May Beg/ Jr 4-H Camp Registrations Due to Extension Office by 4 PM
16 & 17-May AG Days; Hocking County Fairgrounds 
16 & 17-May JL Pancake Breakfast - Camp Fundraiser - 8-11 AM @ 4-H Food Booth
19-May 4-H Horse Sub-Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
20-May Jr Leaders Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
21-May Cake Decorating SPIN Club 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
21-May Camp Counselor Training 8-10 PM; Youth Center
22-May Sew Fun Registrations Due to Extension Office by 4 PM
25-May OFFICE CLOSED (Memorial Day)
26-May Youth Board Meeting 6 PM; Youth Center
27-May CARTEENS 3:30-5:30 PM; Youth Center
27-May Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
28-May Camp Counselor Training 10 AM- NOON; Youth Center
28-May Cake Decorating SPIN Club 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
30-May Hocking County 4-H PAS Horse Show; Hocking Co Fairgrounds
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Visit our Facebook page 
for important information 
and updates: 
https://www.facebook.co
m/osu.hocking.extension

June
1-Jun Sheep, Goat, Swine possession deadline
1 to 5-Jun Leadership Camp at 4-H Camp Ohio, St. Louisville; Open to youth aged 14-18
1-Jun 4-H Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center 
2-Jun Camp Counselor Training 10 AM- NOON; Youth Center
3-Jun Sew Fun Clinic Orientation Meeting 6 PM; Youth Center
4-Jun Camp Counselor Training 9 AM- NOON; Youth Center
6-Jun Sheep, Goat, Swine Tagging and Weigh-in 7-10 AM; Hocking Co Fairgrounds
7 to 12-Jun Camp Canopy; Ohio FFA Camp Muskingum; Open to youth completing Grades 8-12
8-Jun Onsite Camp Counselor Training; Tar Hollow 4-H Camp · Mandatory!
9 to 10-Jun Space Adventure Camp; Marietta College; Open to youth ages 11-13 or grades 5-7
9-Jun Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 6-7:30 PM; Youth Center
9-Jun Hocking County Fair Board Meeting 7 PM @ Fair Office
10-Jun Camp Counselor Training 9 AM- NOON; Youth Center
11-Jun Camp Counselor Workday 10 AM - 3PM; Youth Center
12-Jun Camp Counselor Workday 9 AM -1 PM; Youth Center
12 to 14-Jun Jr Shooting Sports Camp; Canter's Cave 4-H Camp, Jackson;                                                          

Open to youth completing Grades 3-6
13-Jun Camp Counselor / Staff Move-In; Tar Hollow 4-H Camp
14 to 17-Jun Beg/Jr 4-H Camp; Tar Hollow 4-H Camp
24-Jun Jr Leaders Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
19-Jun OFFICE CLOSED (Juneteenth)
21 to 23-Jun STEM Camp @ Canter's Cave, Jackson; Open to youth completing Grades 5 thru 7
22 to 25-Jun Sew Fun Clinic 8:30 AM- 12:30 PM; Youth Center  (note: June 26 is optional for extra help)
23-Jun 4-H Horse Sub-Committee Meeting 7 PM; Youth Center
25-Jun Camp Counselor Post-Camp Meeting 5-7 PM; Youth Center
25-Jun Last Day for Skillathon Kit CheckOut for Clubs                                                                           

(club use only - individuals may NOT borrow kits)
26-Jun Hocking County 4-H Pledge/Health & Safety/Skit Contests Registrations Due
26-Jun Hocking County 4-H Demonstration Contest Registration Due
26-Jun Hocking County 4-H Job Interview Contest Registration Due
26-Jun Creative Writing Projects Due to Extension Office by 4 pm
26-Jun Cloverbud Camp Registrations Due to the Extension Office by 4 pm
27-Jun 4-H Horse Point Show #1; Hocking Co Fairgrounds  (PAS rain date)
27-Jun Cloverbud Engineering Adventure Team 1-2:30 PM; Youth Center

Dates are added to the 4-H calendar as they become available. Please check the 4-H calendar posted at 
go.osu.edu/hocking4hcalendar for the most up-to-date information.

HOCKING COUNTY 4-H NOW APP
Download the 4-H NOW app from your phone’s app store. Once you get the main screen for the 
app, type “hocking” in the search bar. Click on the Hocking results to start exploring. You can turn 
on alerts for the app to get reminders and even sync the calendar with your own. 
Thank you to the 4-H Committee for covering this cost.

NEW IN 2026!

• 4-H Publication price increase: Beginning January 1, 2026, most project books prices raised to $12.00. 
Resource books vary in price from $16 - $28. Families may purchase books at the Extension Office.

NOTE: We ask for your patience as we learn to navigate the 4-H Now App since Kayla’s departure.
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CLOVERBUD VOLUNTEER TRAINING

HOCKING COUNTY 4-H CLOVERBUD ENGINEERING ADVENTURE TEAM
What is the Cloverbud Engineering Adventure?
The Ohio 4-H Cloverbud Engineering Adventure (formerly known as 
Cloverbot Challenge) gives 4-H Cloverbuds the opportunity to work 
cooperatively in teams to problem-solve using STEM (science, engineering, 
technology and math) skills. A new theme is selected each year and teams 
research a topic, build a working model of their solution to the adventure 
challenge and create a poster to illustrate their findings. Teams present their 
models and findings to a team of reviewers, learn about other Cloverbud 
projects, participate in age-appropriate STEM activities, and are recognized 
during a closing celebration.
Happy Birthday to America! This year’s adventure will get Cloverbuds 
thinking about the rich history of our country and celebrations. They will 
have opportunities for discovery, creativity and problem solving as they 
explore this year’s challenge.
Contact Stephanie at blackford.74@osu.edu or 740.385.3222 for more 
information.

HOCKING COUNTY 4-H CLOVERBUD CAMP
Hocking County 4-H Cloverbud Camp is a day camp for all youth 
Cloverbud age. Youth engage in activities that will spark curiosity and 
adventure. This year’s theme is Imagination Station: Brick Edition.

Contact Stephanie Blackford, 4-H Program Assistant, for questions regarding the Cloverbud Program.     
blackford.74@osu.edu : 740.385.3222

• A minimum of one (1) volunteer from each club with Cloverbud members is REQUIRED to attend the in-person 
training on Saturday, April 11.
 First year Cloverbud volunteers and returning volunteers changing their role to Cloverbud Volunteer are 

REQUIRED to attend in-person training on Saturday, April 11, or complete the online training. 
 RSVP by 4PM, April 3
 Online training is not available in 2026

All volunteers are encouraged to participate in Cloverbud Volunteer training, especially Organizational Volunteers with 
Cloverbuds in their club

Hocking County Cloverbud Engineers 
will meet at the Youth Center from 6:00 
– 7:30 PM on April 22; May 6, 13, 27; 
June 27.

2026 4-H CLOVERBUD CAMP
• July 25, 2026

• Registration due by June 26

• Alley Park; Lancaster, Ohio

• Cost $20

Camp registrations will be available soon.

Registration packets may be picked up at 
the Extension Office, or downloaded at 
go.osu.edu/hocking4hcamp

mailto:Blackford.74@osu.edu
https://hocking.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/hocking-county-4-h-camp
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This is the ONLY paper CLOVERGRAM that will be mailed to 4-H families. Future 2026 
Clovergrams will be shared by email. Clovergrams are delivered in April, June, August, and 
December.

Please make sure your 4-HOnline account has a current/correct family email address.
IF you wish to still receive a hardcopy in the mail, please complete the survey at 
https://go.osu.edu/hockingclovergram or scan the QR code.

Clovergrams will also be available on the 4-H NOW App and on our website at 
hocking.osu.edu.

4-H Club Requirements
• Must have a minimum of 5 members from 3 separate families
• Hold a minimum of 6 meetings per year
• Perform a minimum of 1 community service project per year

All members should be involved in the selection, planning, and implementing of the 
community project.

CLOVERGRAM SURVEY

REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLETE A 4-H YEAR

Requirements for 4-H Project Completion
Each year, 4-H members are considered “complete” or “incomplete” in each of their projects. Those who have at 
least one project that is considered “complete” receive a fair pass, compliments of the Hocking County 4-H 
Committee and the Hocking County Sr Fair Board. Only “completed” projects are permitted to exhibit at the 
Hocking County Fair. Those that are “incomplete” in all their projects do not receive a fair pass and are ineligible to 
exhibit in the Hocking County Fair.
To be “complete”, 4-H members must:

•Purchase a project book for all projects in which they are enrolled.
•Participate in 4-H judging/skillathon with a minimum of one project. 
•Present a minimum of one project demonstration at a club meeting.
•Complete Quality Assurance Training if enrolled in ANY livestock project 

(Includes ALL beef, goat, llama/alpaca, poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine projects)
•Abide by their 4-H club’s attendance and other requirements as outlined in their club by-laws.
•Abide by OSU Extension rules and requirements.

Some 4-H projects have special completion requirements. Project specific letters will be mailed to 4-H members 
enrolled in the following projects explaining the requirements. This information will also be posted at 
hocking.osu.edu. Click on 4-H Youth Development, then on Judging-Skillathon Information.

Projects with special requirements include: 
Cake decorating Dog Poultry Writing
Clothing Food/nutrition Self-determined Woodworking

Refer to the 2026 Fair Completion Guidelines for all projects at:
hocking.osu.edu/program-area/4-h-youth-development/skillathon-information

https://go.osu.edu/hockingclovergram
http://www.hocking.osu.edu/
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Our goal as a 4-H program is to provide a positive, enriching 
experience for every 4-H member. Families with special needs 
children enrolled in 4-H are encouraged to complete a Winning 
4-H Plan Form. Even though this is optional, the information can 
assist the club volunteers and county Extension professional in 
planning a positive 4-H experience for all youth. A parent or legal 
guardian is to complete this form and submit to the 
organizational club leader. Volunteers are not permitted to 
complete this form. It is best to have your Winning Plans 
submitted 30 days before any event. 

The office will contact families and work with them regarding 
accommodations. You can find the Winning 4-H form at 
hocking.osu.edu, then 4-H Youth Development, then Forms –
listed under Forms for Club Advisors and Volunteers. You may 
also call the Extension Office at 740-385-3222.

WINNING 4-H PLAN

Project books may be ordered online at 
extensionpubs.osu.edu or purchased at the 
at the Extension Office. June 30 is the final 
day to purchase project books from the 
Extension Office.

Self-Determined Projects and Idea 
Starters are free, downloadable and can 
be found at ohio4h.org/booksresources

HOCKING COUNTY 4-H CAMP

2026 BEGINNER / JUNIOR 4-H CAMP
• June 14-17, 2026 

• Registration due by May 15

• Tar Hollow 4-H Camp

• Cost $100   

Registration packets will be available soon.

What is 4-H Camp?
 It’s youth challenging themselves on a high ropes course, braiding a friendship bracelet, swimming in a lake, learning 

a line dance and becoming lifelong friends with their cabinmates.
 It’s counselors leading a nature hike, knowing the words to all the songs, creating the best skits at campfire, and 

making a homesick camper smile.
 It’s 4-H professionals training teen counselors, recruiting adult volunteers, purchasing supplies and setting the stage 

for a camper’s memory of the best week of summer.
 It’s camping facilities featuring hands-on outdoor education, adventure, and challenges that develop leadership, 

citizenship, and life skills in young people

Information above from ohio4h.org/camp flyer

4-H PROJECT BOOKS

Camp registrations will be available soon.

Registration packets may be picked up at 
the Extension Office, or downloaded at 
go.osu.edu/hocking4hcamp

Our camp theme this year is Circus.

https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/
https://ohio4h.org/booksresources
https://ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/imce/camps/What%20is%204-H%20Camp%20FINAL%2025.pdf
https://hocking.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/hocking-county-4-h-camp
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING HOCKING COUNTY 
BEGINNER/JUNIOR 4-H CAMP SPONSORS!

Camp sponsorships will be accepted through April 24. Anyone can be a 4-H Camp sponsor! 
Even 4-H clubs. If you, or someone you know would like to become a sponsor, contact the 
office for a sponsorship form.

Green & White Level
$10-$49

Clover Level 
$50-$99

Hocking Level
$100-$249

Buckeye Level
$250 - 499

Scarlet & Gray Level
$500 or more

Keith A Taulbee DC Inc Ewing Grange Stimmel Construction Rise Realty Co

Carpenter's Mini Mart Corby & Kelly Leach Trace's A1 Sanitation Inc Logan Eagles 2168

May Family Dental Inc Home Tavern John Peters Plumbing Tony & Karen Stalford
The Final Floor

Atomic Credit Union Chieftain Main Shell Cardaras Funeral Home Hocking Co Youth Board

Kiwanis Club of Logan 
Ohio Hocking Co Jr Leaders

Logan Insurance Agency 
Inc

Hocking Co 4-H Advisory 
Committee

Hocking Co Community 
Hospital Logan Moose 873

 The Hocking Valley Community Hospital accepts donations for Blessing Boxes. These boxes are given to 
patients in need. Clubs may donate anytime throughout the year. Items include: toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo/conditioner, feminine hygiene products, small packs of tissues, new socks (any size), new gloves (any 
size), children’s books, nutritional shakes, food items (granola bars, goldfish crackers, pudding cups, any snack 
items)

 SE Ohio Foodbank has a need for the Meals on Wheels program for pet food, especially dog food. Providing 
clients with the ability to keep their pets is beneficial in many ways. Not only financially but reduces stress and 
increased mental wellness of the clients. If you club is interested in sponsoring a Pet Food Drive, the Foodbank is 
happy to assist you. Contact volunteer@hapcap.org for more information.

 Community Food Pantry Box sponsored by: Hocking, Ross, Vinton Foster Youth and LHS Industrial Technologies 
Program. Seeking non-perishable good, pet food, and toiletries. Donations may be dropped off at South Central 
Ohio Job & Family Services at 389 W Front St, Logan, Ohio. A food donation box is outside 24/7, or you may 
bring them into the office and place in the blue food cart during office hours. Please contact Amy Guda with any 
questions at 740-380-4009.

 Hocking County Fair Board – Fair Board is always in need of help with smaller projects that are perfect for clubs. 
From painting, to cleaning, or prepping for fair they always need help. Contact Annika at 740-603-2292 

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

mailto:volunteer@hapcap.org
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Members enrolled in a 2026 horse project (including 
Horseless Horse) must understand the following:

• There is an additional program fee per member.

• Members must complete the EquiSTEP safety 
program online by April 27. 

go.osu.edu/equistep2026 

• Members enrolled in the Beginning Horse 
Management project may complete the project 
without an identified project animal under the 
following conditions:

1) Members must have access to an animal.
2) Prohibited from participating in any 

state/county 4-H related horse shows 
(including state and county fairs).

3) Must complete the EquiSTEP program.
4) Ohio Horse Program Rules form must be 

signed and returned to Extension Office.

• Families and Organizational Club Leaders will be 
notified when horse packets are available.

• R179 Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows Rule Book  
– all horse project members participating in 4-H 
horse shows/events are required to have a current 
(2024) rule book and should be taken to 
shows/events for reference. 

• Horse paperwork submission deadline is April 30.

HOCKING COUNTY 4-H HORSE PROGRAM

The purpose of this lease agreement is to provide 
positive learning experiences for the 4-H/FFA member 
that would otherwise be unavailable. The lease packet 
can be found on our website at hocking.osu.edu or in the 
office for pick up. Completed packets can be emailed to 
Ange at seum.6@osu.edu or dropped off at the 
extension office.

Lease packets are due to the  extension office by 4 PM 
on May 1, 2026.

OHIO STATE FAIR EXHIBITION OF LIVESTOCK 
AND OTHER COMPETITIONS

4-H families planning to exhibit livestock during the Ohio State Fair are reminded to check the 
state fair’s website for registration deadlines and requirements. Keep up to date on the latest 
requirements for Ohio State Fair competitions at ohiostatefair.com.

4-H / FFA BREEDING ANIMAL LEASE 
AGREEMENT • HOCKING COUNTY

Market Animal Tagging Dates 
Sheep: June 6: 7-10 AM 
Hogs: June 6: 7-10 AM 
Goats: June 6: 7-10 AM 
Feeder Calf: August 15: 8-10 AM 
Rabbits: August 16: 2-6 PM 

MARKET ANIMAL TAGGING 
DATES

Exhibitors interested in signing up for Beef 
Futurity for 2025 need to contact Bruce Lehman: 

740-603-7685

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3ZQjc2WznHVx8Bo
https://hocking.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development
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BROILER CHICK ORDERS

ALL goats and sheep are required to have a scrapie tag, per the Hocking County Fair Board. 
This includes breeding stock, fiber, market, pack, and pygmy types.

SHEEP / GOAT  SCRAPIE ID TAGS

4-H and FFA members enrolled in the Market Broiler Chicken Project will receive a letter with details for 
ordering chicks. Members must order a minimum of six (6) chicks at $4.50 each. Additional chicks cost 
$4.50 each. Orders must be submitted to Chieftain Feed & Supply before 2 PM, April 11. Please take the 
order form that will be included with the letter.

Turkeys
4-H and FFA members are allowed to exhibit two turkeys at the Hocking County Fair. The minimum weight to show a 
turkey at the fair is 25 lbs. There is no upper weight limit. Hens are allowed. Toms and hens will be shown together. 
Members may purchase their turkey from any hatchery, but it must be certified pullorum free. Keep the certification 
paperwork as you will need to show it at fair check-in. Members must have turkeys in their possession by May 15.

TURKEY • FANCY POULTRY • WATERFOWL PROJECT INFORMATION

Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease that affects the central nervous system of sheep and goats. It is classified as a 
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs). The U.S. scrapie health regulation requires that most sheep be 
identified to their flock of birth when they leave your property for sale, shows, events or are mixed with other sheep. 
The most common method is by using official scrapie program sheep and goat ear tags and maintaining tagging and 
movement records.

Please note – those entering Kid to Finish, Farrow to Finish and Lamb to Finish must be enrolled in a breeding 
project through 4-H or FFA and the animal must be born on the exhibitor’s farm or usual place of keeping of his/her 
animals. Exhibitors entering any of these projects are required to bring a signed letter from their 4-H or FFA advisor
to tagging, stating the exhibitor is enrolled in the required projects for these classes. No entries will be accepted 
without this required letter. Exhibitors must be marked COMPLETE by their advisors in their breeding projects to be 
eligible for these classes

SWINE / GOAT / SHEEP TAGGING

Fancy Poultry & Turkeys 
All fancy poultry and turkeys brought to the Hocking County Fair must be accompanied with a certificate that states 
they have had a negative test result for pullorum/fowl typhoid disease within 90 days of the opening date of the fair 
OR originated from a flock or hatchery that has been tested and found negative for pullorum/fowl typhoid disease 
within the last 12 months. This includes hatcheries.

Waterfowl
Market Geese: Must be hatched no sooner than October 1 of previous year. Must be in 
exhibitor’s possession for 16 weeks prior to first day of the fair of current year. Exhibitor 
allowed two (2) entries. A pen of meat geese contains two (2) birds of the same breed, 
variety and sex, and similar in age.

Market Ducks: Market Ducks must be 10-13 weeks before fair and must be in exhibitor’s 
possession within five (5) days of hatch. *Must be from current year’s hatch. Must be 
shown and sold as a pen of two (2).



10

All 4-H and FFA members enrolled in the following livestock projects - beef, swine, sheep, goat, llama/alpaca, 
rabbit, and poultry - are required to attend one (1) Quality Assurance class before May 15, 2026. This includes ALL 
projects in these species. (market, feeder, breeding, pet, etc…) 
All classes will be held at the Youth Center and RSVP is required.

Because of limited seating, pre-registration is required. Training is free for Hocking County youth. April 9 training will 
focus on 1st and 2nd year exhibitors. This will be the same material taught as required by ODA but at a basic level. If 
you are an experienced 4-H’er, please leave this training open for those who are newer to the program. 

2026 QA Training Dates:

Saturday, April 25, 9-11 AM 

Wednesday, May 5, 6-8 PM

RSVP by calling 740-385-3222 or email to seum.6@osu.edu.

Test-Out Options:
Older youth test-out will be offered Saturday, April 25 at the Hocking County Youth Center 11:30 AM-1 PM. Youth 
must arrive by 12:30 PM to be tested. Testing will also be offered at Logan High School in the FFA classroom on 
Friday, April 17. This option is available to all youth aged 15 and older as of January 1, 2026. Youth must arrange 
testing time with the FFA instructor. Test-out at the school is available to all eligible members, not just FFA members.
Youth may also test-out individually at the Extension Office. Call the office to schedule a time. 740.385.3222

YQCA Online Option:
Members may also complete the online YQCA option or attend another county’s training. Those choosing the online 
YQCA training must email Certificate of Completion to seum.6@osu.edu. This is a national program and we are not 
able to see who completes it. Certificates dated prior to January 2 and after May 15 will not count for 2026 QA 
training requirement. yqcaprogram.org
All YQCA and out-of-county certificates are due to the Extension Office by 4 PM, May 15.

MANDATORY – ANIMAL QUALITY ASSURANCE TRAINING

KEITH FARMER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
High School seniors who are 4-H or FFA members, planning to attend college or a trade school 
in the fall may apply for the Keith Farmer Memorial Scholarship. Two $500 scholarships will be 
awarded immediately prior to the Large Animal Sale at the 2026 Hocking County Fair.
Applications may be picked up at the Extension Office and are due by August 15, 2026.

PROJECT JUDGING / SKILLATHON
Skillathon study material will be available soon. We will share on Facebook and send an email when available.
Skillathon / Project judging will take place on Saturday, July 11, at the Chieftain Center beginning at 8AM. Members 
need to bring their project books and display (if required). Project judging / skillathon information can be found at 
go.osu.edu/hcskillathon 
Make-up judging/skillathon is available on July 20, 21, and 22 for those members who are not able to attend on July 11. 
RSVP is required. Call the Extension Office at 740-385-3222 to schedule at time for make-up judging/skillathon.
Note: Make-up judging is not eligible for county project judging/skillathon awards.
In an ongoing effort to make the skillathon age/grade levels consistent, the following guidelines will be in effect for the 
2026 Livestock Skillathon.
• Beginner – Completed grades 3 - 5
• Intermediate – Completed grades 6 - 8
• Advanced – Completed grade 9 and up

Use these guidelines when completing your record book 
even if they are different than stated in the book.

https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://hocking.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/skillathon-information
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CLINICS AND WORKSHOPS

SEW FUN CLINIC
Our Sew Fun Clinic is open to any youth who are at least 8 years old and in third grade up to 18 
years old with up to 3 years of experience in sewing. The clinic is a great jump start for those 
who are interested in taking sewing projects in the future or who just want to improve their 
sewing skills. The clinic is led by our Master Clothing Educator, Kathryn Coursen, along with 
other support volunteers during the clinic. Registration is due May 22. 

Sew Fun Orientation: June 3 – 6 PM Youth 
Center
Sew Fun Clinic: June 22-25 ; 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Cost: $20

CAKE DECORATING SPIN CLUB
Youth work with local decorators developing basic skills for the Cake Decorating Project. 
Participants are required to be enrolled in the 492B Cake Decorating Project – Beginner.
Members enrolled in the cake decorating project will receive additional information in the 
mail.

When: May 7, 14, 21, 28; 6 – 7:30 PM
Where: Youth Center
Cost: $10

CLUB OFFICER WORKSHOP
4-H Club Officer workshop will be held on April 29, 2026, at 6 PM at the Youth Center. 
The training is for members who are currently in an officer position or want to learn 
move about an officer position for the future. Sessions being offered for President/Vice 
President, Secretary. Treasurer, News Reporter, and Recreation Officer.  
Call the office by April 24 to register. 740.385.3222
For more information or question contact Stephanie Blackford, blackford.74@osu.edu 

COUNTY LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
HOCKING COUNTY YOUTH BOARD
Mission Statement:
To empower youth to serve as trustees of their community and to demonstrate this service by promoting and 
participating in community service work and by seeking appointments for youth on boards of directors or trustees.

Purpose:
 To involve youth in meaningful volunteer community service.
 To introduce the community to the valuable youth resources they have in their community and to encourage 

and support using youth as volunteers.
 To provide opportunities for youth to serve on the board and/or committees of local organizations and to 

promote this idea to organizations in and away from our community.

Youth Board meets January thru May and August thru December. Meetings are held the last Tuesday of the month, 
except in November and December. Approved 4-H Volunteers and OSU Staff manage the Youth Board program.

For more information or questions contact Stephanie Blackford, blackford.74@osu.edu 
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The following contests will be held at the Youth Center. Participants must be enrolled in 4-H in 2026 and be 
members in good standing.
Rules and requirements will be posted at https://hocking.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-
forms under Other County/State Youth Opportunities.

• Mock Job Interview Contest: July 13 @ 6PM
Participants will complete a mock interview with a judge.
This contest is broken into three (3) divisions:
o Junior – youth aged 8 – 11 as of Jan 1, 2025
o Intermediate – youth aged 12 – 14 as of Jan 1, 2025
o Senior – youth aged 15 and older, as of Jan 1, 2025

• Demo Contest: July 13 @ 5PM
Illustrated Talks & Demonstrations: Members teach others about a specific topic, practice, procedure, scientific 
principle, or phenomenon, using visual aids like posters, props, or computer-generated visuals.

• 4-H Pledge Speaking Contest: July 14 @ 6PM
This is a county-level event where 1st & 2nd year 4-H members aged 8 and in 3rd grade as of Jan 1, 2026, thru 
aged 10 memorize and recite the 4-H pledge with proper hand motions, judged on correctness and delivery.

• Health and Safety Individual Public Speaking Contest: July 14 @ 6PM 
This contest is broken into two (2) divisions:
o Junior – youth aged 8 – 13 as of Jan 1, 2025
o Senior – youth aged 14 and older, as of Jan 1, 2026
Contestants are to select a topic of human health or safety that affects family living, whether it is in the home, on 
the farm, on the highway, or in public places. A local example and supporting statistics (with sources cited) are 
required.

• Health and Safety Team Talk/Skit Contest: July 14 @ 6PM
Teams shall consist of 4-H members aged 8 and in 3rd grade or older as of January 1 of the current year. Each 
team must consist of two to five current 4-H members. 
Teams are to select a topic of human Health or Safety that affects family living, whether it is in the home, on the 
farm, on the highway or in a public place. Team talks/skits should be created/prepared by the 4-H members 
participating in the team talk/skit. A local example and supporting statistics (with sources cited) are required.

COUNTY CONTESTS

COUNTY LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – con’t

CARTEENS

The “Car” in CARTEENS stands for “Caution And Responsibility”, and “Teens” refers to the teenagers who help 
prepare and present the program. In CARTEENS programs, 4-H teen leaders teach traffic education safety programs 
to first-time teen traffic offenders, while also building offenders’ self-esteem and interpersonal skills. Teen traffic 
offenders attending this program have typically been cited for speeding, stop sign violations, reckless operation, and 
other, similar moving violations. CARTEENS program topics include excessive speed, driving under the influence, 
seat belt safety use, consequences of unsafe decisions, dealing with peer pressure, understanding traffic laws, and 
recognizing and reacting to traffic signs and signals.
The Hocking Co CARTEENS program takes place on the last Wednesday of every other month
beginning in January, with the exception of November.

https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/healthy-living/carteens

For more information or questions contact Stephanie Blackford, blackford.74@osu.edu 
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YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES _ STATE LEVEL

4-H Event Youth Assistant (4HEYA)
Calling Teens with 4-H Experience! Apply to be a 4-H Event Youth Assistant (4HEYA) and work 4-H events at the Ohio 
State Fair! Open to 4-Hers ages 13–18. Gain leadership skills, earn perks, and be part of the State 4-H program. Apply 
by May 15 at go.osu.edu/4HEYA

• What: 4-H Event Youth Assistant (4HEYA)
• Who: Individuals age 13-18 (as of January 1 of the year of application) and have at least 1 year prior 4-H 

experience.
• Timeframe: Apply by May 15, selection, training, service to OSF, and evaluation. Complete responsibilities by 

August 31, 2026.
o Applications available at: https://go.osu.edu/4HEYAapp
o Two references should be submitted at: https://go.osu.edu/4HEYAref

• Requirements (in addition to application/selection process):
o Training - Must attend one of the options for training (July 9 or July 15)

 Please note: individuals MUST attend one of the training options. This is not negotiable. If you know 
you are unable to attend a training option before applying, it is best to wait another year before 
applying to serve in this capacity.

o Events - Must work a minimum of 3 events at the
Ohio State Fair; may work more if desired

• Program Fee: $25/person (paid at go.osu.edu/4HEYA25)
• Teens Receive:

o 4HEYA Polo & Nametag
o State Fair admission, parking ticket, and
o meal ticket(s)
o Optional State Fair housing in the Rhodes 

Center (if desired)
o Experience of working events at the

Ohio State Fair
o Opportunity to enhance leadership skills and 

be involved in the State 4-H program
• Questions? Contact Frances Foos (foos.61@osu.edu)

Ohio 4-H Clover Awards
The Clover Awards were created to encourage 4-H members to engage in a variety of projects and activities, to 
enable members to refine their record keeping abilities, and to enhance their leadership skills. The Clover Awards 
program also is designed to recognize youth for their continued involvement and growth through the 4-H program.
Purpose: The Clover Awards program will recognize youth who are well-rounded 4-H members and have shown 
growth and progression across their 4-H career. There are five levels of achievement youth may earn through the 
program, to allow them to set goals and progress through their 4-H career. This aligns with various research-based 
literature on self-determination, goal attainment, and engagement. Youth who are engaged in programs and can 
see a progression through the program are more likely to stay involved. Keeping youth engaged is a core part of the 
4-H program as we know youth who are engaged are more likely to thrive.
Visit https://ohio4h.org/families/members/ohio-4-h-clover-awards for more information.

https://go.osu.edu/4heya
https://go.osu.edu/4HEYAapp
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Hocking County
150 N Homer Ave 
Logan, OH 43138

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible 
format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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OSU Extension Office Contact – 740.385.3222

Angie Seum, Office Associate
seum.6@osu.edu

Stephanie Blackford, 4-H Program Assistant 
blackford.74@osu.edu

Little Foodie Science Camp - June 15-19, 2026
Roll out the aprons and fire up the ovens for a fun-filled foodie-themed exploration inside our test kitchen and 
shiny manufacturing facility. Our young food scientist’s cohort will explore specific food groups and the science 
involved in the production and processing of food recipes and products. Campers ages 9 -13 will work with 
various ingredients, product formulations and processes used by the food industry, while having the opportunity 
to evaluate, make —and of course—devour their creations.
Little Foodie Science Camp will:
•Explore the wonders of food science through sensory, nutrition, recipe development and testing and hands-on 
cooking and baking.
•Provide a safe space for all campers.
•Foster new friendships through interactive team building and STEM
education through the lens of food.

Camp will be hosted on The Ohio State University Campus in the 
Parker Food Science Building located at
2015 Fyffe Rd
Columbus, OH 43210
Learn more about the Little Foodie Science Camp today!

https://web.cvent.com/event/092e3fc1-8828-46b1-96a8-bf324fc65b37/summary 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES _ STATE LEVEL – con’t

'We Grow Scientists'! A 2026 COSI Community Event hosted by CFAES
The Ohio State University’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES) will host the fourth annual “We Grow Scientists” event on 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, from 3:00-7:00 PM at Waterman Agricultural and 
Natural Resources Laboratory.

This afternoon of hands-on learning and activities will showcase the many 
STEAM fields CFAES has to offer and will include a look at the Waterman 
facilities such as the Controlled Environment Agriculture Research Complex 
(CEARC). “We Grow Scientists” is a free event open to learners of all ages 
looking to learn more about STEAM in their community as part of the COSI 
Science Festival (April 29 - May 2, 2026).

https://hcs.osu.edu/cosi-2026

mailto:seum.6@osu.edu
mailto:blackford.74@osu.edu
https://web.cvent.com/event/092e3fc1-8828-46b1-96a8-bf324fc65b37/summary
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