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Dear 4-H Horse Members/Families/Volunteers, 

Welcome to the 2025 Hocking County 4-H Horse Program! Please read the following 
information carefully. Included with this newsletter are the 4-H Horse Program forms, 
deadlines, requirements, and guidelines to participate in the Ohio 4-H Horse Program.  

Again, please read carefully. 

Horse possession deadline is April . Paperwork and fees are due to the Extension Office by 
APRIL 3, 2025, BY 4PM ALL PAPERWORK AND FEES ARE DUE AT THIS TIME. NO 
EXCEPTIONS! Early submission is encouraged. 

Fees must be paid by check or money order made payable to the Hocking County 4-H Horse Committee. Cash 
and debit/credit cards will not be accepted. 

2025 4-H Horse Sub-Committee 

Members of the 4-H Horse Sub-committee provide advice and lead 4-H horse activities. Your 2025 Hocking 
County 4-H Horse Sub-Committee members are:  

Ember Bennett Trish Edwards Kayle Bond Kaelyn Swart Madison Warthman 
Eden Bennett Anna Keyes Cynthia Ogg Jessi Ellinger  Alasyn Smith 
Christina Bond Becky Keyes Shellee Robers  

Animal Identification/Lease Forms  

Members must ID their equine in 4-HOnline 
 See enclosed instructions for adding animals to your 4-HOnline profile. 

 Photos must be of the horse only – without a rider or saddle.  

Leased horses are required to submit a lease agreement to the Extension Office. It is advisable to have a typed 
lease agreement as opposed to a handwritten document. Please see the 4-H Horse Leasing Guidelines that are 
enclosed. 

Lease agreements dated after APRIL 28 will NOT be accepted. 

EquiSTEP 

ALL members enrolled in a horse project (INCLUDING Horseless Horse) must complete the online EquiSTEP 
Program. Deadline to complete the course is APRIL 28, 2025. 

 Members must have their own individual email. Emails cannot be shared in the EquiSTEP system. 

  A copy of the member’s Certificate of Completion must be submitted to the Extension Office no later than 
4pm, APRIL 30, 2025. *Note: course must be completed no later than April 28, 2025 

 Enroll to complete the online course at go.osu.edu/equistep2025  
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4-H Health Forms  

All horse members must submit a completed Medical Release Form. 

State 4-H Horse News 

For state 4-H horse news, visit horse.osu.edu  

2025 4-H State Horse Events 

Members that are interested in participating in State events may check out these options on the 4-H Horse 
Program Calendar at horse.osu.edu.   

Note that many of these contests are designed for 4-H Horse Teams, but there are a few that are available to 
individuals. Information to join 4-H Horse Team in 2026 will be included in the 2025 December Hoofbeats 
Newsletter. 

Ohio Horse Program Updates for 2025 and 2024 Reminders 

To be eligible for end of year awards Youth must participate in a minimum of 4 classes in any combination of 
point shows to be eligible for End of Year awards.  

UNIFORM RULEBOOK – Updated in 2024  

Exhibitors will need to choose as ‘seat’ within each discipline at the same show (Pg 11 - #37) 
• What does that mean?  

 Exhibitors can still show in English and Western classes BUT  
 Within English disciplines: exhibitors must choose between Hunt Seat vs. Saddle Seat  
 Within Western disciplines: exhibitors must choose between Western vs. Ranch  

• Showmanship ‘seat’ IS INCLUDED in this expectation.  
• The seat will follow the horse, not the rider  
• Reining & Western Riding classes will not have a Ranch option so exhibitors showing Western or Ranch 

can show in Reining and Western Riding classes  
• This does NOT affect Gymkhana classes  
• Note for PAS- If an exhibitor qualifies in Ranch Horsemanship & Western Horsemanship [at different 

shows] – the exhibitor will need to decide which Horsemanship they choose to show – they may NOT 
enter in both horsemanship classes  

New Class for 2025  
• NEW Hocking County Point Show Division the “Wrangler Division” based around the Ground Roping 

Project. There will be 4 classes that will combine for the Wrangler Division awards. 
o Ground Roping, Head/Heal, Mounted Roping, and Goat Tie  

PAS/OHIO STATE FAIR JUNIOR HORSE SHOW  
• 2025 PAS Patterns – there will be 1 pattern for each class regardless of age this year  
• Exhibitors may show in 4 classes PLUS Ground Roping (Ground Roping exhibitors MUST be enrolled in 

the Roping Project)  
• An exhibitor CAN choose to try and qualify in ONLY Ground Roping (BUT still must be enrolled in the 

Roping Project) 
 Exhibitors will be REQUIRED to turn in their Roping Book at OSF competition (but not at PAS 

qualifying or County Fair – unless a county expectation has been set forth)  
 To exhibit at OSF in Ground Roping EquiSTEP MUST be completed.  

http://horse.osu.edu/
http://horse.osu.edu/
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 Ground Ropers will NOT have to pay an OSF stall fee BUT WILL need a Permission to Participate 
form signed on record (4HO)  

 Exhibitors participating in ONLY Ground Roping WILL NOT count for “8 for 8” participation – it is the 
expectation that exhibitors MUST bring a physical horse to the OSF to be considered for the 8 for 8 
awards  

• Deadline to sign up for OSFJHS Classes – July 1st at 1:00pm, exhibitors can enter before this date  
• As a reminder, Coggins Test must have been pulled within the Calendar year  
   [Coggins dated for 2024 are invalid]  
• The Ohio State Fair Jr Horse Show is considered ‘1 show’ and therefore exhibitors will be expected to 

declare disciplines for this show (Hunt Seat vs. Saddle Seat, Western vs. Ranch)  

COMPETITIVE TRAIL RIDE  
• Participants must be enrolled in the Trail Riding project for the current year  

PAS Show Information 

The Hocking County Performance Against Standards Show will be held May 31, 2025. Entry form and payment 
is due to the Extension Office before 4pm, April 30. Check or money order must be made payable to Hocking 
County 4-H Horse Committee. 
Cash and debit/credit will not be accepted. 

The purpose of the PAS show is to determine Ohio State Fair eligibility. 

PAS requirements, qualifying scores/times, and patterns can be found at horse.osu.edu.  

Ohio State Fair Participation 

• Exhibitors participating in an Out-of-County PAS Show must submit a copy of their completed Out-of-County 
PAS Show Form to the Extension Office by 4:00pm, Wednesday, June 27, 2025. This must be submitted 
whether or not the exhibitor qualified. 
o Out-of-County PAS forms are available at horse.osu.edu.  
o Reminder: The 4-H Educator signature is required to participate in an out-of-county show. 

• Exhibitors intending to show at the Ohio State Fair Junior Horse Show must submit a copy of their equine’s 
current negative Coggins test dated on or after January 1, 2025 to the Extension Office by 4:00pm, 
Wednesday, June 27, 2025, if not already uploaded to your 4-HOnline profile. 

• Youth may attempt to qualify for as many OSF classes as they like but can only compete in 4 at the OSF.  
• Exhibitors are no longer required to declare Ohio State Fair classes to the Extension Office. 
• NEW Roping Project #187: See section PAS/OHIO STATE FAIR JUNIOR HORSE SHOW above. 

2025 Ohio State Fair On-line Entries 
4-H horse members must submit their own Ohio State Fair entries and pay their $50 stall fee on-line at 
www.ohiostatefair.com. Deadline for online entry submission and stall fee is 1pm, July 1. Each county must also 
submit documentation of ALL PAS participants and scores to the Ohio 4-H Horse Program office. 

Youth should review the 2025 State Fair Junior Horse Show schedule carefully for potential class conflicts when 
selecting their classes. At State Fair, classes will not be held for class conflict. You may find the schedule at 
horse.osu.edu under the calendar of events. 

Hocking County 4-H Point Shows  

Entry forms for two point shows as well as payment (check or money order) made payable to the Hocking 
County 4-H Horse Committee are due to the Extension Office before 4 pm, APRIL 30, 2025. No Exceptions 

http://horse.osu.edu/
http://horse.osu.edu/
http://horse.osu.edu/


 
4 

 

Patterns will be posted one hour before each show. 

Please enter all classes you think you may want to show in; classes may be added the day of the show with a 
$10 per class fee. There will be no refunds for scratches.  

Ohio 4-H Horse Program Rules 

The 4-H Horse Program follows the rules that are outlined in the Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows, 
publication #179. Each family that has a 4-H member enrolled in a horse project is required to have a copy of the 
most recent (2024) version of the publication. Families must have their rule book at all shows. 

Families may purchase the book at the Extension Office, or online at extensionpubs.osu.edu. 

In addition, there are Hocking County 4-H Horse Rules that must be followed. A copy of these rules is enclosed 
with this newsletter. 

Please familiarize yourself with both state and county rules.   

Expectations of All 4-H Horse Exhibitors and Families 

The Hocking County 4-H Horse Program activity fee for 2025 will be $25 per exhibitor. (Exception: Horseless Horse 

members). All 4-H horse exhibitors are required to pay the activity fee. These funds are used to purchase 
equipment for the program, show awards, and year-end recognition awards. Those who have been in the 
program are aware of the need for replacement equipment from time to time. Also, as new classes are added, 
additional equipment is needed. The fee is payable with a check or money order made out to the Hocking County 
4-H Horse Committee and is due April 30, 2025, along with your paperwork. Cash and debit/credit cards will 
not be accepted. 

All 4-H horse families are expected to work during a show. A member of the horse committee will be contacting 
families to sign up to fill the positions needed at the shows. All 4-H horse members benefit from the program and 
everyone is expected to contribute. 

Clinics 

 Watch for Facebook Page, Calendar and 
your email for updates on clinics in the 
future. 

Enclosures: 

* Horse paperwork submission cover sheet 
 

Hocking Co. 4-H Horse Program Rules 
 

Hocking Co. 4-H Horse Point Show Rules 
 

* Ohio 4-H Horse Program Rules 
 

* Ohio 4-H Health Statement with photo  
 

Instructions – Adding Equine to 4HOnline 
 

4-H Horse Leasing Guidelines, 
If applicable *lease agreement must be submitted with paperwork 

 

* Horse ID Form 
 

* PAS Show Entry Form, if applicable (May 31) 
 

* Hocking Co. 4-H Horse Point Show Entry Forms (June 28 and August 16), if applicable 
 

2025 Hocking County 4-H Horse Show dates: 
• PAS – May 31   
• Point Shows – June 28 & August 16 

(Horse show participation is NOT a requirement to complete your project) 

2025 State 4-H Horse calendar: 
• April 5 Horse Bowl & Hippology Contest 
• July 14 Horse Judging Contest 
• July 14 OSF Horse Skillathon in person and virtual 
• July 14-18 Ohio State Fair Junior Horse Show 
• August 23 Groom & Clean Contest 
• September 5-6 Competitive Trail Ride 

To stay up to date on the statewide 4-H horse information and 
events, visit:  ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/horse/. 

https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/horse/
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Ohio 4-H Protective Headgear Rule 
 

Ohio 4-H Horse Program Protective Headgear Policy - Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Point Show Class Sponsorship Form, if applicable – due APRIL 30 
 

Hocking Co. Sign Sponsorship Form, if applicable – due APRIL 30 

Forms marked with an * are due before 4 pm; APRIL 30, 2025 

All paperwork and fees must be submitted to the Extension Office.  

Make check/money order payable to: Hocking County 4-H Horse Committee – Must be paid with Check or 
Money Order. NO CASH will be accepted.  
 
Stay up to date on statewide 4-H horse information and events at horse.osu.edu. 
 
Please feel free to contact Kayla Nihiser, 4-H Educator with any questions or concerns at 740.385.3222 or 
thompson.1860@osu.edu. 
 

& GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR 4-H and SHOW YEAR! 

mailto:thompson.1860@osu.edu

